
KEY DEFINITIONS
Public-private partnerships are collaborations between public and private entities to 
plan, fund, operate, and/or maintain particular projects. The logic of these partnerships 
is to leverage private sector resources for both public and private benefit. Often these 
collaborations occupy a gray area between the public and private realm, where jurisdic-
tion is fuzzy and regulatory accountability unclear. Because of their quasi-public nature, 
public-private partnerships are often critiqued as a model that contributes to the privat-
ization of public assets.

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

PUBLIC POLICY

CAPITALISM

PRIVATE PROPERTY

COOPERATIVE ECONOMIES

Public policy refers to the political and social norms established through state-sanc-
tioned governing entities, including laws, budgets, and governance infrastructure. 
Influencing public policy is one way the people seek to make social change. Public policy 
is not the only way to pursue change; community organizing, direct action, and other 
non-institutional pathways play a vital role in social transformation. 

Capitalism is an economic system based on an assumption of perpetual growth through 
the accumulation of capital. Capitalist thinkers valorize “free market” competition as the 
most efficient way for a society to function. Capitalism has always depended, however, 
on expliotation of people and land to sustain the need for growth. In other words, 
capitalism can only produce winners by producing losers as well. Capitalism merges with 
other systems of domination to facilitate this exploitation, as observed through settler 
colonialism, anti-Black racism, and many other forms of structural oppression. 

Private property is a legal and social framework under which land ownership is held 
individually, and a product to be bought and sold on the market like any other material 
good. Under private property, the land itself is monetized. In other words, land holds 
inherent market value beyond what it produces or what structures it contains. Thus, 
under capitalism, the accumulation of land is an essential vehicle for the accumulation of 
wealth. One of the primary functions of the contemporary nation state is to protect 
private property in order to protect capitalist economies. 

Cooperative economies are economic systems based on shared prosperity, enacted 
through practices like collective ownership, redistribution, and shared resources. Coop-
erative economics can look like worker-owned businesses, work- and skill-trading, or 
shared land ownership. By collectivizing ownership and wealth, cooperative economies 
suggest that systems based in sharing are better suited to democratizing access, reduc-
ing inequalities, and building healthy societies. Sharing economies can touch every part 
of the way people live, from education to food production to interpersonal relationships.
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POLICY OPTIONS
For decades, frontline communities and their organizational allies have 
drawn on personal observation, data analysis, policy expertise, and collec-
tive wisdom in order to identify, compile, and create new tools to advance 
equitable housing access and ability to stay in place. The anti-green gentri-
fication policy tools described here build on this long history of work.

These policy tools cover the landscape of existing solutions. From mar-
ket-based strategies to community capacity-building approaches, the set 
contains a wide range of ideological and strategic visions. While many are 
stronger in tandem, some do  come into conflict with one another. Never-
theless, we have decided to keep the full set available for reference. While 
this analysis privileges a more “pragmatic” policy orientation, it doesn’t pre-
clude more radical and imaginative approaches for how cities could orga-
nize housing and green space. By stretching the consideration of tools that 
are currently available, we hope this analysis makes space in the policy 
world for these more transformative possibilties. 

The policy tools are divided into five categories: market-based, public sub-
sidy, cooperative ownership, regulatory, and community capacity. Each 
description includes considerations with an eye towards best practices for 
implementation. 
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